
 1 

Foundation of the Early Church 
The following pages are in part from the Everly Centennial Book 

Memories are from the members of Hope Lutheran Church 

 
As the population of Everly and the surrounding area 
increased, the spiritual needs of the settlers were met by 
an establishment of churches or by visiting clergy 
conducting services.  One such Lutheran clergyman led a 
worship service as early as 1887. 
 
Because a large proportion of the area’s residents were of 
German extraction, a pastor from West Bend began 
conducting German Lutheran services in 1906 in a 
building owned by the Christian Church. 
 
In April 1907, a visiting preacher conducted services and 
afterward explained the process of founding a church.  In 
the month of May trustees were elected, C.H. Peterson, president; John Geerdes, 
secretary; L. Scharnberg, treasurer; and Chris Peterson, D.P. Peterson and Otto Thiel, 
then a committee was named to find a pastor.  The German Lutheran Church was 
established in June 1907.  Records only name men as founders but it appears that the 
women were very active in the process. 
 
A constitution was adopted and the church affiliated with the Iowa Synod in August 
1908.  The congregation incorporated in 1923 as the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Everly, IA, changing names in 1927 to Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church and 
amended to the present title of Hope Lutheran Church of Everly, IA, in 1955.  The 
congregation became a member of the American Lutheran Church in 1948.  For a time 
they would have one German speaking service a month.  The younger children would 
laugh throughout the service because no one knew what was said.  This practice quit 
when Zeilinger left in 1950. 

 
A Sunday school was soon begun and 
increased to 40 attending in 1909, to 80 in 
the late 1920’s, as many as 100 in the early 
1960’s and presently enrolls 40.  Vacation 
Bible school resumed in 1951 after inactivity 
for a number of years.  In the early 60’s we 
had so many children in Sunday school that 
the teachers would need a helper.  In 1954 
or 56 Bible School had to be held in the 

schoolhouse because of flooding in the church. 
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All pastors conducted worship in both German and English until 1942.  The first 
Lenten services were held in 1928.  Confirmed membership has increased from 20 in 
1909 to 380 in 1957 and 279 at present. 
 
The original location for Sunday services was purchased from the owners for $1200 in 
1918 when the Christian Church no longer needed the building.  That uniquely shaped 
structure served the members well with added improvements through the years, 
memorial windows in 1948 and an 
electric organ in 1949 among them.  
When the congregation outgrew the 
original facilities the Roman Catholic 
and Methodist congregations of the 
Everly community in turn used the 
building as interim facilities during 
building programs of their own.  The 
building was then demolished to 
create a home building site.  Lois 
Ihnen now lives on the original site. 
 
A parsonage was built next to the church in 1929 at the cost of $5500.  It too, had been 
remolded and additions made through the years.  It was sold and the Church 
purchased a new parsonage from Fred and Florinene Adrain.  It is used to this day.  
After the purchase the women went in to paint and clean up.  This house had a bidet 
in the bathroom and also had purple carpet.  The women painted the walls and ceiling 
white and later when they checked it had water spots all over the ceiling because the 
Hanson children had a great time showing how the bidet worked.  Everyone had a 
good laugh over this.  The bidet was removed when Pastor Baun moved in. 
 
Although church membership increased as time passed, the marked increase in 
attendance at services in the middle 1950’s necessitated having two weekly worship 

services.  At that point a building program was 
undertaken culminating in the dedication of a new 
church on September 23, 1956, at a different location.  
The committee that supervised that construction 
included Johannes Schmidt, chairman, William Gibbs, 
secretary, Clifford Hartmann, John Kramer, William 
Moermond, R.J. Wegner, William Jensen and the 
pastor of that period, E.C.F. Stubenvoll.  The original 
building cost was $100,000, including furnishings.  
Stained glass windows were added, later a pipe organ 
installed, and other improvements made.  A new 
wing and resulting changes in the earlier construction 

were dedicated on July 23, 1978, at a cost of $170,000.  The projects building committee 
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included Walter Goeken, chairman, Ervin Behrens, Frank Drury, Bernice Krogh, 
Robert Meyer, Don Schoelerman and Judy Englert. 
 
The men of the church banded together as the Brotherhood, later known as Hope 
Lutheran Church men in 1952 for Bible study and fellowship and later disbanded.   
During the active years the men would play dart tournaments with other 
congregations.  They had a North and West district and traveled as far west as South 
Dakota, north to Alvord, Iowa and south to LeMars.  They even had a state 
tournament and Eldorada won the tournament.  Now the men are more focused on 
humanity and have helped build several houses for Habitat for Humanity. 
 

Luther league existed as early as the 
1920’s, had periods of inactive, but is a 
vital group at present.  As years 
passed, younger children participated 
in groups with the names Junior 
Mission Band and Junior Lutherans. 
 
Pastors who have served the 
congregation are, the first in 1907, W.J. 
Siefkes, followed by A.E. Guetzloff, S. 
Nolting, a period of service by supply 

pastors, the Reverend Roloff, another period of supply pastors including George 
Goeken of Melvin, then J.L. Seitxinger, A.H. Geske, A.H. Zielinger, William Domres, 
E.C.F. Stubenvoll, Daniel Conrath, Ron Fretheim, Roger Hanson, Harold Norheim G. 
Duane Baun, Rev James Mueller, and Pastor Kathy Wicks interim.  In the early 1950’s 
the Reverend John Jensen of Spencer and his son Fred Jenson, a seminary student, 
came to the aid of the congregation at times of vacancies in the parsonage and illnesses 
of pastors.  We currently have 2 laymen to help in that capacity, John Jensen and Dave 
Hoye. 
 
More important than dates and details are the people of Hope Lutheran past and 
present, and their relationship with their Lord and each other.  Those stout-hearted 
pioneers who recognized a need and did something about it, the shepherds who came 
to guide the flock as one by one left, members who boldly served each other and the 
large community and those who served quietly and less visibly.  All were and are 
God’s people, people of hope. 
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Women of Hope – Then  
 

A group of women formed the German 
Lutheran Aid Society in March 1907, 
declaring in their adopted rules that 
eligibility for membership required either 
being able to speak German or having a 
family member who belonged to the 
German Lutheran Church.  Meetings were 
held in homes of different members.  
Included in the rules was a section on 
refreshments, four o’clock lunch to consist 
of white and brown bread, meat and 
biscuits, one kind of cake, coffee and cream.  
A fine of 50 cents was to be paid for serving 

a big meal.  Also they had 10-cent membership dues and you could be suspended if 
your dues got more then 6 months behind.  There were fourteen charter members of 
Ladies Aid.  They included:  Mrs. George Nugent, Mrs. John Heuck, Mrs. Emma 
Heldt, Mrs. H. C. Moeller, Mrs. L. F. Wiese, Mrs. Otto Thiel, Mrs. Hans Lammers, Mrs. 
August Thurman, Mrs. Chris Peterson, Mrs. John Stuhr, Mrs. Carl Brugman, Mrs. Emil 
Brugman, Mrs. Henry Hartman and Mrs. Julius Lammers. 
 
The helping arms of Hope 
Lutheran have been its 
auxiliary organizations.  The 
original ladies aid was joined 
the Dorcas Society in 1934.  A 
need was recognized for a more 
active interest in aiding the 
missionary cause so the 
Mission Guild organized in 
1949.  Those three groups 
merged into the present Hope 
Lutheran Church Women in 
1957.   
 
Moneymaking was one of the top priorities for the women and so some projects 
included serving meals.  They always hosted a Father Son Banquet every year and also 
a Mother Daughter Banquet.  They had a lot of bake sales and pancake breakfasts.  As 
always, all had a good time. 
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Women of Hope - Now 
 
In 2007, Hope Lutheran has three circles.  Naomi’s circle meets in the morning and 
Martha’s circle meets in the evening.  A new Young Women’s circle meets in the 
evening.  Our general officers of Women of Hope are as follows:  President – Susie 
Hartmann; Secretary – Linda Wilcox; Treasurer – Pat Adolf; Mission Action – Muriel 
Schmidt and Emma Pearson; Mission Community – Arlene Meyer; Mission Growth  - 

Pat Jensen.   
 
 

 
 
Martha Circle 
First row:  Doris Wilson, Hope 
Wilken, Marlene Schoelerman, 
Darlene Klett 
Second row:  Holtz, Pat Jensen, 
Kathleen Biettner, Arlene Meyer 

 
 

 
Naomi Circle 
First row:  Linda Wilcox, Nancy Heuck, Millie 
Scharnberg 
Second row:  Janet Thompson, Emma Jean 
Pearson, Ardith Dodge, Pastor Kathy, Shirley 
Steffen, Clara Goeken 

 
 
 
 
Like the women of yesteryear, we are still 
helping in world relief.  Now we make quilts, midwife kits, health kits, school kits, 
sewing kits and layettes.  All these are sent to global health ministries.  We still host 
the Easter breakfast; have a pie stand at the town committee picnic and the annual 
Pack-the-Pews Harvest Festival.   
 
For our prayer concerns we now have email.  Wouldn’t our elders wonder what that 
is?  I do think that email might meet its match with the old party lines that used to 
have 10 parties on a line.  News could travel fast! 
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A Chronicle of Our Church 
By Pastors and Events 

 
 

Rev. Wiert 
Siefkes, the 

congregation’s 
first pastor, held 
his first sermon 
on June 9, 1907, 
and was installed 
on June 30, 1907.  
Initially, all 
services were 

conducted in German, and held in 
the church building, belonging to the 
Christian Church.  He left in 1908.  
During this period there were 20 
members. 
 

Rev. August 
Guetzloff had 
dreamed of 
being a 
missionary in 
India.  Instead, 
he came to 
Everly.  He held 
his first sermon 
on July 12, 1907, 

and he played the organ for his own 
installation.  He was also here for the 
celebration of the 50th Anniversary of 
the founding of the church.  During 
his tenure the name of the 
congregation was changed to Hope 
Lutheran Church, a new constitution 
was adopted and the newly elected 
officers voted to give Rev. Guetzloff 
a salary of $500 a year.  He lived in a 
room in the hotel.  During his stay 
Sunday school was started, with 40 
children attending.  Rev. Guetzloff is 

remembered as wanting to uphold 
the tradition of having service in the 
German language.  He resigned his 
call in 1912 and had his steamer 
trunk packed to go to India when he 
fell ill.  After recovering he accepted 
a call to Castalia, Iowa. 
 

Rev. Siegfried 
Nolting was the 
third pastor of the 
church; he served 
from 1911 to 1916.  
He was a bachelor 
who subsidized his 
pay by teaching 
school.  While in 
Everly, he fell in 

love and married a fellow teacher.  
 
During 1916 to 
1923 Hope 
Lutheran left 
the Synod of 
Iowa.  During 
this time the 

congregation 
received 

pastoral services from Pastor 
Hoffman, pastor of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church of Hartley and Rev. 
Wolfram, pastor of Trinity Lutheran 
Church of Royal, both of the 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.  
During the 1920s the services 
gradually changed from German to 
English. 
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Ref. Fred 
Roloff arrived 
in 1923, and 
during his stay 

the 
congregation 

was 
incorporated under the name 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Everly.  The congregation returned 
to the Synod of Iowa, purchased the 
Christian Church property at 204 
Rumsey, and added to it the 
improvements of new furniture, new 
pews, a new furnace, a basement and 
kitchen.  The building, used until 
1956, cost $1,200.  Under Rev. Roloff, 
5 adults were confirmed in 1924, 56 
were confirmed in May 1925; 44 in 
June 1925; 3 in August 1925; 2 in 
January 1926; 14 in April 1926.  In 
less than two years 126 members 
were confirmed in the church.  
Luther League was also begun 
during this time.  Rev. Roloff was 
remembered as always being in a 
hurry.  When he walked uptown he 
almost ran.  When he visited 
parishioners and sat in a rocking 
chair, he would rock clear across the 
living room floor.  Rev. Roloff left us 
in 1926.  Rev. George Goeken of 
Melvin, Walt Goeken’s father, and 
Rev. Flentje of Sheldon filled in until 
Rev. Seitzinger came in 1927. 
 

Rev. J. L. 
Seitzinger began 
his ministry in 
Everly in 1927.  
He held the first 
Lenten Service at 
the church in 

1928, when the name Hope 
Evangelical Lutheran was adopted.  
With no parsonage at this time the 
Seitzinger family lived in Wehde 
residence.  Later owned by Hans. J. 
Peterson.  A new parsonage was 
built at 204 East 3rd Street, at a cost of 
$5,500.  Rev. Sietzinger and his wife 
were the parents of two children, 
Charlotte and Bernard.  Bernard, his 
son, went on to become a pilot and 
was killed in the Korean War.  Rev. 
Seitzinger was Virgina Norman’s 
grandfather.  Sietzinger received call 
in 1931 and left in March. 
 

Rev. A. H. 
Geske came 
from rural 
Primghar.  He 
arrived in 
Everly in 1931. 
During his time 
the Dorcas 
Society started. 

This was during the depression, and 
the church council cut firewood to 
heat the parsonage.  Rev. Geske 
would work on farms for additional 
income during these lean times.  
Most weddings, baptisms and some 
confirmations took place in homes or 
in the parsonage.  Rev. Geske 
baptized Arvin Schmidt in his 
parents’ home.  He served until 1936. 
 

Rev. A. H. Zeilinger 
was pastor in 
Everly from 1936 to 
1950.  In 1941 the 
church was 
remodeled.  Walls 
and ceilings were 
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wallpapered.   A Wurlitzer organ 
was purchased to replace the piano 
and pump organ.  The organists at 
this time were Arlene Ewold and 
Charles Wagner.  Memorial 
windows installed in 1949.  Church 
attendance fell drastically during 
this time, with many Sundays when 
only women attended.  It was also 
traditional for the men to sit on the 
right side and women on the left.  In 
July 1948 the Mission Guild, a ladies 
group, was formed at Hope 
Lutheran.  Some of the charter 
members of the group were Mary 
Wilson, Barbara Harms, Arlene 
Scharnberg, Clara Goeken, Shirley 
Steffen, and Helen Wilken.  In 1950 
Rev. Zeilinger resigned because of 
illness, and Rev. John Jensen, pastor 
of Bethany Lutheran in Spencer and 
his son Fred provided Everly with 
pastoral care. 

 
Rev. William 
Domres came 
to Everly in 
1951.  He came 
from a large 

congregation 
in Guttenberg, 
Iowa.  He’d 
just recovered 

from a heart attack and a smaller 
church was what he wanted.  But 
there was so much work to do here 
that he suffered a second heart attack 
and died.  Rev. Domres met with 
Pastor Jensen while he was in the 
hospital and arranged for Pastor 
Jensen to continue his confirmation 
classes.  Rev. Domres’ funeral was 
held at the church.  He served only 

from February 11 to December 8, 
1951.  During his brief time Vacation 
Bible School was renewed with 83 
children, he baptized 16 children, 
and started a large confirmation 
class. 
 

 Pastor Emil 
Stubenvoll, a 

Wartburg 
Seminary 

graduate, was 
ordained and 
installed as the 

new pastor in 1952 by his father.  
The Brotherhood group was 
organized, where men studied God’s 
word.  The group also enjoyed trap 
shoots, fishing, hunting, baseball, 
pancake suppers, father and son 
banquets, and dart ball.  The Luther 
League started up again, and the 
young people were actively 
involved.  The small church was 
filled twice on Sundays and there 
was no place to put all the children 
that came to Sunday school.  During 
Sunday School Stubenvoll would go 
to the café and get the men who 
were having coffee to come to 
church.  Hope Lutheran had a choir, 
and the congregation experienced a 
budget surplus for the first time in 
many years.  By this time the 
congregation had outgrown the old 
church, so with volunteer labor and 
generous giving, the present church 
structure was built.  The new 
building was dedicated on 
September 23, 1956.  In 1957 Rev 
Stubenvoll left for Bloomer, 
Wisconsin.  He was here only for 
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four years, but accomplished many 
good things during his stay. 
 

 
Three weeks 
after Rev. 
Stubenvoll left 
Pastor Daniel 
Conrath, his 
wife Carolyn 
and their 3 sons 

arrived in Everly.  Their daughter 
Marie was born during his time in 
Everly.  His father Rev. Herman 
Conrath installed Pastor Conrath on 
August 11, 1957.  With the recent 
building of the new structure, Hope 
Lutheran was in debt, but the nave 
and half of the balcony were filled 
most Sundays.  A new children’s 
group, the Junior Mission Band, met 
Thursdays after school and Sunday 
school attendance peeked at 200.  
The Brotherhood group was still 
going strong, and three women’s 
groups focused on studying the 
scriptures.  During Pastor Conrath’s 
ministry the debt was paid off in 10 
years rather then the expected 20.  A 
Mortgage Burning service was held 
on June 26, 1966.  In 1967, a new pipe 
organ was ordered, but before it 
arrived Pastor Conrath accepted a 
call to Odessa, Washington and left 
in 1968.  He is remembered at a 
pastor here to preach the gospel.  He 
was very good a meeting new and 
old members. 
 

Pastor Ronald L. 
Fretheim began his 
ministry at Hope 
Lutheran in the spring 

of 1968.  He grew up on a farm near 
Decorah.  He along with his wife 
Karen and their daughter Kristen 
made their home in Everly.  A 
second daughter, Anne, was born 
shortly after their arrival.  During his 
ministry the pipe organ was 
dedicated, a large wooden cross was 
added to the chancel, and the parish 
Education Committee, to plan 
educational activities, was started.  
Pastor Fretheim was very involved 
with the youth in our congregation 
and planned several camping trips to 
Minnesota and the Black Hills.  The 
old parsonage at 304 East 3rd Street 
was remodeled.  He served for 5 ½ 
years, leaving for Plymouth, 
Minnesota in August 1973. 
 

 
Pastor Roger L. 
Hansen was 
installed on 
December 2, 
1973.  He came to 
Everly from 
Titonka, Iowa 
with his wife 
Phyllis, and their 

three children – Scott, Brian, and 
Laura.  During his ministry the 
congregation built the south addition 
(narthex, fireside and classroom, 
secretary and pastor office), which 
was dedicated on July 23, 1978.  
Later the congregation bought the 
house built by Fred and Florine 
Adrian as the new parsonage.  
Pastor’s strong suit was getting the 
lay people involved in the ministry 
of the church.  He left in November 
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1988 for Madella, MN after serving 
here for 15 years. 
 

Pastor Harold 
Norheim served as 
interim pastor from 
December 4, 1988 to 
July 16, 1989.   
 
 

 
Pastor G. Duane 
Baun was 
installed August 
6, 1989.  He came 
to us with the 

nickname 
“Boogie” coming 
from his youth 
when he worked 

at the local golf course in Ohio.  He 
came from a family of 3 boys.  His 
wife, Joyce, was an Iowa girl – 
growing up in the Osage, Iowa area.  
Son, Seth and daughter, Sarah, were 
born in South Dakota.  Pastor Baun 
took Hope Lutheran into the 
computer age.  A computer was 
purchased for the secretary’s office 
to make the bulletins and tidings so 
much easier to type and edit before 
printing.  Also the membership lists, 
communion participation lists, and 
other business vital to the church 
were done on the computer both by 
the secretary and the Pastor himself.  
Pastor Baun had one of the worse 
hand writing skills to come our way.  
Ask any of his 3 secretaries he had 
while in Everly if they don’t agree.  
We were all happy when he gave us 
“typed” messages.  Joyce was a 
teacher with musical talent, which 

she shared with Hope.  Pastor Baun 
was diabetic but never turned down 
the “goodies” served or given to him 
– he said he’d make up for that with 
the rest of his meals that day.  Seth 
and Sarah have completed their 
college degrees.  Seth and his wife, 
Kelly, and daughter Kadence live in 
Colorado and Sarah lives in North 
Dakota.   

 
Pastor Jim 
Mueller came 
to us as an 
interim pastor.  
He was then 
accepted in      
2001.  Pastor 
Mueller’s wife 
Carol was a 

schoolteacher 
in Sibley and 

he would travel back and forth 
throughout the week.  He was very 
good with the elderly and visiting 
the sick, he could also give a very 
good sermon.  In 2006, Pastor Jim 
Mueller was removed from the 
ELCA roster. 
 

Pastor Kathy 
is an interim 
pastor from 
Sioux City 
and will be 
with us until 
we find a 
pastor of our 

own.  Her husband is a pastor in 
Sioux City and so Pastor Kathy 
spends a great deal of time on the 
road.  Pastor Kathy is also very 
talented musically and grants us the 
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opportunity to hear her voice when 
she comes on Sunday to give the 
church message.     
 
Members of the Congregation who 
entered the Ministry 
 
In June of 1965, Loren Nielsen, son of 
Mr. And Mrs. Emil Nielsen was 
ordained at the Hope Lutheran 
Church.  Rev Nielsen married 
Roberta A. May they had three 
children Kevin, John and Jeni.  He 
now has five grandchildren.  He 
served at Our Savior’ s Lutheran 
Church in Rockford, IL and retired 
in 1999.  He stays active serving 
churches part time in the Illinois 
area.  Loren and Roberta like to 
travel and meet new people. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Pastor Loren Nielsen
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John Jensen the son of Melvin and 
Thelma Jensen has been a member of 
Hope Lutheran since birth.  He 
graduated from Everly High School 
and Iowa State University.  He 
married Pat Nielsen of Royal on June 
6, 1965.  They have three children 
Tim, Teresa, and Dena.  They moved 
in to town in 1998.  John farmed with 
his brother Carl until 2002 when he 
began working for CommStock 
Commodities Investments in Royal.  
He completed the two-year lay 
ministry program authorized by 
Western Iowa Synod in December of 
2003.  In May of 2007, he completed 
the Proclamation and Praise third 
year training. 
 
 
Dave moved to Everly in the fall of 
1980 with his wife Cheryl and 
daughters Michelle and Steffanie.  
He came here to become the Spencer 
Office Director of Lutheran Social 
Service of Iowa.  Dave did 
individual, marital, and family 
counseling with them until 1985.  
Then he went to work for the Area 
Education Agency as a school social 
worker.  Dave began lay preaching 
in 1978 in Groton, South Dakota.  He 
completed the two-year lay ministry 
program authorized by Western 
Iowa Synod in December of 2003.  In 
May of 2007, he completed the 
Proclamation and Praise third year 
training. 
  


